
What is Balanced Literacy?



Read aloud

A strategy in which a teacher sets aside time to read orally to 
students on a consistent basis from text above their independent 
reading level, but at their listening level.

*https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/pre-k-reading-
comprehension

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/pre-k-reading-comprehension


turn and talk

How much time are you able to devote to this component daily?

How does this component enhance your instruction and what are the 
limitations?



READ Aloud Purpose
To build book and print awareness 

To develop phonological and phonemic awareness

To model reading accuracy and fluency

To develop students listening and reading comprehension skills by asking questions and leading discussions 
before, during and after reading.

Exposing students to sophisticated vocabulary and sentence structure.

Allow the teacher to introduce new reading strategies, and to model or demonstrate them by thinking aloud.

Building a community of readers and promoting a love of reading.



Guided reading
An instructional approach that involves a teacher working with a small group of students 
who demonstrate similar reading behaviors and can all read similar levels of texts.  The text 
is easy enough for students to read with teacher support.  The text offers challenges and 
opportunities for problem solving, but is easy enough for students to read with some fluency.

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/guided-reading-introduction

http://www.janrichardsonguidedreading.com/video-clips - Intro the Book

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/guided-reading-introduction
http://www.janrichardsonguidedreading.com/video-clips


turn and talk

How much time are you able to devote to this component daily?

How does this component enhance your instruction and what are the 
limitations?



Guided reading purpose
To build book and print awareness.

To develop phonics skills by practicing decoding words with a text at their instructional level.

To improve students reading accuracy and fluency by teaching fluency mini lessons and by asking students to 
repeatedly read a text.

To develop students reading comprehension skills by using a specific comprehension strategy.

Allows the teacher to monitor individual student progress.

Expands students belief in their own ability as a reader and extends their understanding of a text.

Building a community of readers and promoting a love of reading.



shared reading
An interactive reading experience that occurs when students join in or share the 
reading of the book or other text while guided and supported by a teacher.  The 
teacher explicitly models the skills of proficient readers, including reading 
with fluency and expression

*https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5V1g1cp5PVk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5V1g1cp5PVk


turn and talk

How much time are you able to devote to this component daily?

How does this component enhance your instruction and what are the 
limitations?



shared reading purpose
To build book and print awareness

To build phonic skills by providing instruction and repeated practice.

To increase reading fluency and reading accuracy.

To advance the reading comprehension strategies.

Teaches students strategies to decode unknown words and for constructing meaning from text.

Allow students to see themselves as readers, feel comfortable when joining in the reading of 
familiar texts.



independent reading
Allows students to practice the strategies they have learned through guided reading, shared reading 
and teacher read alouds.  With level appropriate materials, students now have the skills they need to 
read on their own.  Students must choose books that do not need teacher support.  In order to 
experience improvement in fluency, comprehension and vocabulary, reading needs to be truly 
independent.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzC8Kvtn6iA

https://vimeo.com/12958768

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzC8Kvtn6iA
https://vimeo.com/12958768


turn and talk

How much time are you able to devote to this component daily?

How does this component enhance your instruction and what are the 
limitations?



independent reading purpose
To increase book and print awareness.

To improve phonic skills through decoding.

To build reading accuracy and fluency by the repeated reading of books.

To boost reading comprehension by asking students to think and write about their reading and by 
exposing them to new vocabulary words.

Allows students to choose text that interests them.

Promotes reading for enjoyment and information.



word study/Work
Focus on spelling and vocabulary, creating a richly literate environment.  Students 
experiment with spelling patterns, memorize high frequency words, and develop a 
genuine curiosity and interest in new and unique words.  By playing with words, word 
patterns, word families, prefixes, suffixes, and so on, students hone their knowledge 
of words and increase their writing skills.

*http://www.janrichardsonguidedreading.com/video-clips

http://www.janrichardsonguidedreading.com/video-clips


turn and talk

How much time are you able to devote to this component daily?

How does this component enhance your instruction and what are the 
limitations?



Word study/work purpose
To develop phonological awareness by having students participate in activities that help them to 

hear rhymes, syllables, and onset/rimes.

To increase phonics skills by explicitly teaching students sound-spelling correspondences, patterns, 
and decoding skills.

To build students word and structural analysis skills by teaching students to use parts of words 
(prefixes, suffixes, Greek and Latin roots) to decode multi-syllable words and understand word 
meaning.

Building a community of readers and promoting a love of reading.




